
LOWER SCHOOL Years 7-11



“It’s a place for individuals, 
and there’s a lovely air 

of tolerance and warmth.”
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE

 



Founded in 1984, Rochester Independent College 
is a high performing, non-selective, non-uniform 
independent day and boarding school in the heart 
of historic Rochester. Our Lower School has a 
unique feel and an ethos which encourages and 
supports academic success alongside creativity, 
diversity and individuality. We welcome all 
students who are positive, focussed and willing 
to try their very best, regardless of their academic 
ability or starting point. We believe everyone can 
thrive in our small class environment. 
Boarders are welcome from 15+. 

Find out more at www.rochester-college.org



• Academic rigour and outstanding results 
RIC is a non-selective school that achieves impressive results. The College is top in Medway and in 
the top 2% of schools in England for value added progress at A level, allowing our students to take up 
places at great universities. 
 

• Small class sizes, not exceeding 12 
With class sizes this small, our teachers are able to understand each individual and ensure that 
every voice can be heard. 

• Wide range of subjects both academic and creative within a flexible curriculum. 
This broad curriculum enables all students to discover their strengths and develop their talents. 

• Enriching and nurturing environment 
Our experienced and caring staff provide unrivalled support for our students, as well as offering 
a host of invaluable experiences outside of the classroom.

Reasons to choose ric







RIC’s Lower School has a compelling combination of an informal atmosphere with a traditional 
academic curriculum. We recognise that a solid grounding in the core subjects- English, Maths and 
Sciences- is essential and students benefit from being taught by the College’s team of highly 
experienced specialists. Those aiming for Sciences at A level take Biology, Chemistry, Physics and 
even Astronomy at GCSE. Our broad curriculum includes History, Geography, Business Studies, 
Computing, Classics, French, Spanish and PE. 

A relaxed atmosphere enables our students to relax and feel comfortable, an absolutely vital 
ingredient for successful and immersive learning. Anyone touring the College will see engaging 
lessons, delivered by passionate and committed teaching staff in quiet and calm classrooms. 
Across the curriculum and central to the ethos is a focus on environmental issues in both local and 
international contexts. We expect all of our students to develop an interest in the world around them, 
to read widely and become responsible and creative users of technology and the internet. 

“They are strict about homework and behaviour, but removing petty rules means the rapport 
between pupils and teachers is much better. Or, as one pupil put it, ‘The only thing to rebel against 
here is education itself’.” Good Schools Guide 

Academic



Our arts provision, an integral part of the Lower School curriculum, is rich. Students are taught Fine 
Art, Textiles, Photography, Ceramics and Graphic Design. The Digital and Creative ICT options available 
include short courses in Photoshop, Illustrator, Digital Video Editing Computer Programming and 
Music Technology. Film and Media are on everyone’s timetable from Year 7 onwards, as are 
Drama and Music.  

Lower School students take part in our Arts Week each year. With visits to museums, locally and 
further afield, both nationally and internationally, workshops help students to gain new perspectives on 
the role of artists and designers and the impact of creative subjects in everyday life.  

The RIC Theatre Company offers Lower School students the opportunity to work with students across 
all year groups and to perform in productions, both in College and at local theatres. The creative side 
of RIC is celebrated at our annual Summer Festival, allowing families to enjoy the work produced by 

our talented students.  

“It would be hard to find better provision for the artistically inclined.” Good Schools Guide

Creative





“The average class size is a lipsmackingly 
small 8 (maximum 12).”

MUDDY STILETTOS, KENT



“The average class size is a lipsmackingly 
small 8 (maximum 12).”

MUDDY STILETTOS, KENT





We welcome everyone who has the desire and motivation 
to excel, not just those who have passed the 11+. While 
many students spend their whole secondary education 
at RIC, it is possible to join any year group from Year 7 
to Year 13 and beyond. RIC aims to give all students an 
enjoyable and successful experience of school and to 
support our Lower School students to make a successful 
transition to the Sixth Form and Higher Education.





THe lower school day

We have a formal structure to the day, with classes timetabled between 9am and 4pm. Classes are 
one hour long, with breaks throughout the day. Clubs, extra-curricular activities and homework help are 
available after school and at lunchtimes. 

“Students’ personal 
development is 
excellent. Students’ 
attitudes to their 
work and learning 
are exemplary.”
Independent 
Schools Inspectorate 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Lesson 1 English Science History Maths Art & Design

Lesson 2 Science Film & Media Science Geography English

Lesson 3 History English Maths Science Spanish

LUNCHTIME
(optional)

Mandarin 
Club

Chess 
Club

Coding 
Club

Basketball 
Club

Latin 
Club

Lesson 4 Art & Design Computing English Computing Drama

Lesson 5 Spanish Maths Electives
e.g. Eco 
Warriors

Film & Media Sport

Lesson 6 Maths Geography Drama

After-school
(optional)

Astronomy
Club

Dungons & 
Dragons Club

Football 
Club

Cookery
Club

Show 
Rehearsal

Sample Year 7
Timetable





Rochester Independent College offers a flexible and bespoke approach to GCSE study. We have vast 
experience in teaching GCSE courses over a two year or indeed a one year period. This means that 
our students have plenty of time to decide upon their subject options and in collaboration with their 
tutors and parents, choose subjects, which best suit their skills and interests. We do not believe that 
students should be restricted by option blocks or prescriptive ideas of academic versus creative 
subjects. Instead we treat each student as an individual, helping to create a GCSE programme which 
both challenges and plays to student strengths.   

The ultimate goal is to equip students with the academic and creative skills to progress smoothly to 
the next stage of their education, ideally the RIC Sixth Form. There is no escaping the fact that it is 
a competitive world; we want all students in our Lower School to have a head start and to stand out 
from the crowd. The range of GCSEs on offer means that every student will be able to choose a 
selection of subjects which will be aspirational, inspirational and interesting. Teachers ensure 
lesson content is rigorous and engaging, with students able to access additional help outside of 
lessons as and when required. 

“The teaching at Rochester is rigorous and tailored to the best possible exam results. It offers a
broad education combining its original focus on getting students into competitive courses such
as medicine and dentistry with a new emphasis on the creative arts.” The Independent

GCSE PATHWAYS



At Rochester Independent College we think it is important that our students are given plenty of 
opportunities to take part in educational visits and excursions. Visiting galleries, museums, 
exhibitions and theatre performances all play a vital part in providing our students with a 
well-rounded and fulfilling educational experience.   

All areas of the curriculum are complemented by excursions ranging from STEM workshops and 
Geographical field trips to visits to theatres and art galleries. There is nothing more inspiring for a 
budding actor than watching a great theatrical performance, or indeed for an aspiring artist to have 
the opportunity to appreciate fantastic art in situ. Furthermore, these are great opportunities for 
our students to build upon their friendships, social skills and confidence; not to mention a further 
strengthening of our already excellent teacher-pupil relationships.   

The ethos of the College is always to show our students what opportunities await them in their lives 
and to emphasise that outstanding academic results are just a small part of a much larger story.

“Students show a mature understanding of each other’s feelings and situations and a clear moral 
sense in describing their own needs and the effect of their actions on others. They feel that there 
is little bullying or unkindness and attribute the happy atmosphere to the fact that ‘everyone knows 
everyone.’”  Independent Schools Inspectorate

OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM





“The campus is as unique 
as the school”
GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE

 

“A real alternative to traditional schools, 
Rochester College is a 

breath of fresh air.” 
MUDDY STILETTOS, KENT



We offer a distinctive alternative to both traditional 
independent education and the highly selective local grammar 
schools. The focus is on achievement without unnecessary 
pressure, on examination success in a lively, supportive and 
informal atmosphere. Students learn and achieve more because 
they enjoy school and feel positive about themselves. 

RIC students search for their own answers, voice their opinions, 
and think critically, creatively and independently. They leave us 
‘real world ready’, not only with exam results that exceed 
expectations but also with enthusiasm for the future, a readiness 
to make life more interesting and with confidence about 
themselves and their education.





RIC takes as its unofficial logo not from an emblem of classical myth but a flying pig, symbolising 
the achievement of impossible things. The flying pig mascot has come to represent both the College 
and our students. It has been immortalised on a striking pair of steel sculptural gates and railings, 
forming a unique on-campus musical instrument for students and local musicians to use. It 
perfectly embodies the College’s never forgotten aim of proving that pigs really can fly. 

The gates are a landmark piece of public art, commissioned and designed to demonstrate RIC’s 
commitment to creativity and individuality in a way that is totally original, built to last, beautiful and, 
most importantly, fun. 

“I was so impressed with all the classes and teaching I saw and came away with a very positive view 
of the College, its ethos and aspirations for the students. The priority of teaching and learning was 
foremost and the students projected such a positive attitude towards their studies.”
Peter Read, Kent Independent Education Advice 

 THE FLYING PIG



We are committed to ensuring parents are kept updated on the academic progress and indeed the 
well-being of their children. There are formal parent consultation evenings where you will have the 
chance to meet your child’s teachers and discuss their progress. RIC though operates a truly “open 
door” policy meaning that parents are welcome to come into College at anytime, regardless of 
whether there is a formally arranged event taking place.   

We pride ourselves on the honest and constructive feedback we provide for parents and students 
alike and are always keen to form strong home-school relationships. In addition to this we have 
an extremely active and engaged Student Council which enables us to better understand the key 
issues affecting our student body and gives the students a voice. The Student Council continues 
to raise significant money for charity as well as being responsible for many improvements to life at 
RIC. We aim to create an environment whereby all students feel confident and comfortable to talk 
to all teachers and adults at the school.

“Parents all speak highly of the pastoral care and the growth in confidence they have witnessed
in their children.” Good Schools Guide

SUPPORTING STUDENTS







CAMPUS

One of the first things you will notice when you visit RIC is that we occupy a one-of-a-kind urban 
campus. At the heart of a designated conservation area, the historically distinctive site with listed 
buildings linked by award winning wildlife gardens creates a special sense of place to explore and in 
which to live, study and work. Our Lower School students have described our site as a mini-university,
with the campus feel providing a safe yet exciting and stimulating environment in which to learn and 
develop.  

Visit our campus just once and you will swiftly see why RIC is a school unlike any other. RIC aims 
to give Lower School students an enjoyable and successful experience of school in an international 
environment with small classes and high quality teaching and pastoral care.   

Students in all parts of the school do not sit in rows of individual desks but gather around one table, 
in the style of a university tutorial. At RIC, students learn and achieve more because they enjoy 
school and feel positive about themselves.   

We provide minibus services covering a number of locations within Kent. 

“The campus is as unique as the school.” Good Schools Guide









We welcome visits to the College at any 
time throughout the year. This enables 
you and your child to see the College in 
action and experience the unique 
educational environment. It is never too 
early or indeed too late to visit us; it may 
just be the best educational decision you 
ever make for your child.





The whole procedure for entrance to secondary schools in Kent can be a difficult one for both 
children and their parents. Every year RIC students whose primary schools told us they were unlucky 
not to have been offered grammar school places finish after seven years here with confidence about 
the future, good A level results and places at some of the country’s top universities.

Admission Criteria 
• A successful interview
• A satisfactory reference from the previous school

Taster Days
RIC offers open house to Year 5 and 6 children who are considering entry into Year 7. Our taster 
days are fun and educational and give a real taste of what it is like to be a student at RIC. 

Students will experience a typical day in our small school setting, attending a mixture of academic 
and creative bitesize lessons as well as staying for a home cooked lunch. Parents are very welcome 
to stay for a coffee and an informal chat with the Lower School staff and have a tour of the school 
campus. 

      The first step is to contact us to arrange an informal visit, interview and campus tour.
      Call 01634 828115 or email us at admissions@rochester-college.org

  Come and see what makes RIC work. We’d love to show you our school. 



254 St Margaret’s Banks  Rochester  Kent  ME1 1HY  01634 828115   www.rochester-college.org    admissions@rochester-college.org  


